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Including the country militia, the garrison of the place
outnumbered the besiegers, and twelve sail of the line
lay in the harbour, besides smaller vessels ; but for some
reason or other the Spaniards made no use of these
except to sink three of them in the mouth of the harbour,
though it would have been almost impossible for the
English fleet to force an entrance.

On June 7 the English effected a landing without oppo-
sition on the side of the Moro, where the principal attack
was to be made.   Great obstacles were encountered by the
besiegers.   The thinness of the soil made it ex- Difficulties
ceedingly difficult for them to cover themselves byTh^bT4
in their approaches, while these progressed but siegers.
slowly.   Water had to be brought up from a great dis-
tance ; roads had to be cut through thick woods, and the
artillery to be dragged several miles over a rough and
rocky shore.

All preliminary difficulties were, however, surmounted,
and on July i the batteries opened fire on the Moro, while
three of the largest men-of-war placed themselves close
under its walls and cannonaded its seaward face.   After
a bombardment of seven hours, which produced no effect
on the Moro, the ships were obliged to retire Failure of
with heavy loss, but the land batteries proved ^font^
themselves superior to those of the enemy.  By Moro.
the evening of the second day the fire of the fort was
almost silenced when the principal English battery took
fire, and as it was constructed of timber and fascines dried
by the intense heat, the flames could not be extinguished.
Thus the labour of seventeen days was destroyed and all
had to be begun again, a misfortune the more morti-
fying as the army was reduced by sickness to half its
strength, and the hurricane season was approaching, when
the fleet could no longer remain on that shore without
exposing itself to almost certain destruction.
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